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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STEAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from page 99.) 

London April 12, 1766. 
Dear Davie 

It is not in my Power to send you D r Franklin's Exam- 
ination before the House of Commons by this Packett as I 
promised you, the Clerk [who] promised to write me out a 
Copy of it, not having had a Moment's Leisure this Month 
past ; but you may assuredly depend upon it by next Packett, 
together with any News that may then be agitating. Mean 
time, I remain 

Dear Davie 

Your most affectionate 

Friend & Servant, 

"Will : Strahan. 
To Mr. David Hall 

Merchant in Philadelphia. 

London May 10, 1766. 
Dear Davie 

Since my last I have received yours of March 3 d by 
Sparks, acknowledging the Receit of mine of Dec r 12. and 
14. and inclosing a Bill on John Menzies and C° for £100, 
which is accepted and placed to your Credit. — I shall send 
the Newspapers by the Boston and New York Vessels, as 
well as directly to Phil" as you desire, directed to D r F. 
Postmaster. — Some Papers from Bristol and Liverpool I 
hope you have already begun to receive. — I shall attempt to 
get you also a Correspondent to send you Papers from Fal- 
mouth, in case the Restrictions in regard to Wine Clearances 
from thence are not speedily taken off, which I hope and 
believe they will be. — The Order you sent to Unwin's Shop 
is come to hand, which I dare say will be carefully executed. 
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They have also received the Double Demy, and given you 
credit for it; as I shall do for the Moulds, when you return 
them. I am perswaded you will be as well served from that 
Shop as you used to be ; for though the Lad is young, he is 
very sober and staid ; but if you should find the least Dif- 
ference, let me know, and I will procure you the best Cor- 
respondent in the Trade here. The few Books you write 
for in this Letter, shall be sent along with the Remainder of 
your former Order by the very first Ship that sails from 
hence. — I am greatly obliged to you for your friendly Sym- 
pathy on the Loss of my sweet Girl, which, as it is truly 
irretrievable, we shall not soon or easily get the better of. 
The little Intfants are the most charming engaging Creatures 
you ever saw; and tho' infinitely agreeable, put us continu- 
ally in mind of their Mother, whom they, alas ! will never 
know the value of. — All the rest of my Children are purely ; 
but my poor "Wife has been much out of Order again with 
her old bilious Complaint this "Winter, and last Week set 
out once more for Bath, which is the only Remedy that 
affords her any considerable Relief. I hope Six Weeks or 
Two Months of it will effectually set her up for the ensuing 
Summer, in the Course of which I may perhaps take her a 
Jaunt to Scotland, or at least to some Distance from Lon- 
don, which may be of Service to her in confirming the 
Benefit she usually receives from the Bath Water. — My Son- 
in-law M r Johnston is pretty well, but will not soon forget 
his beloved Partner, who made him unspeakably happy. — 
I have yours also of March 28 th by the Packett, inclosing 
the 2d Copy of the above-mentioned Bill for £100, and ac- 
knowledging the Receit of mine of the 11 th of January. — 
You seem to be much disappointed and extremely angry 
that I did not write you after the Parliament met, Letters 
of the 18 th having come by that Packett. In my Justifies 
tion I have only to say, that, as I told you in my last, none 
but Members were admitted, and so could not myself hear 
the Debates upon the Stamp Act, and all the Accounts of 
them which I could procure from those who did, were very 
lame and imperfect; but had I been actually present at 
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them, I should not have written by that Packett, as the 11 th 
was the usual Period for its sailing ; and that it staid another 
"Week was owing to a particular Order, with w h I was not 
acquainted. I find since, that some of those who wrote by 
that Opportunity did it at Random, not knowing whether 
the Packett was gone or not. — But if you were so angry, 
and so greatly disappointed by not hearing from me then, 
you must needs be quite enraged when you find you have no 
Letter from me from that time till the 7 th April, the date of 
my last. — This I am really concerned at, and that you seem 
to put a much higher Value upon the Intelligence I send 
you than it can possibly merit. But the Truth is, I was re- 
strained from hearing the most material'Debates whilst the 
Stamp Act was under Consideration, and when that main 
Object was removed by a total Repeal, I had neither Leisure 
nor Inclination to attend to lesser Matters, having been ex- 
tremely busy this "Winter. Besides, I did not doubt, (and 
by your Paper of the 27 th March I see I was right in my 
Conjecture) but you would have very ample Accounts from 
others, particularly from some of the Committee of Mer- 
chants, who attended the Lobby of y e House of C. contin- 
ually, as well as from D p F. whose Assiduity upon the Oc- 
casion was superior to any Thing of the Kind I ever saw 
before. Your Friends do me great and unmerited Honour 
in thinking it any way material to their Cause whether I 
happened to be a Friend, or a Foe to it. The Opinion of a 
private Individual can only be reckoned like a Drop of Water 
in the Ocean. How they came to think me an Enemy I 
cannot conceive. I am certain they could have no real 
Ground to support such an Opinion ; and I think that very 
Letter (Jany 11.) as well as all my preceding ones, since the 
Affair was in agitation evince the contrary. The very re- 
verse is most true. I hate to do any thing that looks like 
giving myself the Air of Importance, but this Hint from you, 
obliges me to tell you, that my Intimacy with some Gentle- 
men whose particular Employment led them to be concerned 
in framing this detested Law, afforded me very early Op- 
portunities (before I was apprised of the Impropriety of 
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imposing such a Tax at all) of objecting to several Clauses 
of it. — Such as, the laying the Duty so very heavy all at 
once ; in particular, 2" upon each Advertisement, that being 
justly complained of here, tho' imposed at 1" a time at the 
Distance of 40 Years — the manifest Injury of sending the 
Paper from hence ready stampt, to the total and immediate 
Destruction of your own Manufacture — the Absurdity and 
Impracticability of remitting the Produce of the Tax to the 
Exchequer here, only to be remitted back again for the Pur- 
poses for which it was imposed — and the Probable Griev- 
ance attending the Subjection of the Offenders against 
this Law to be tried by Courts of Admiralty. — These were 
striking and obvious Objections to the Bill, (even admitting 
the Right of imposing an internal Tax upon you) which it 
required no very uncommon Degree of Penetration to find 
out; but all these Hints from me, as well as the more 
weighty Remonstrances of our Friend D r F. were rendered 
useless and unavailing by the Obstinacy and overbearing 
disposition of the then Financier G. Grenville, who fondly 
perswaded himself he could easily make it go down with you, 
in any way he chose to administer it. — How widely he was 
mistaken, he now finds to his unspeakable Mortification. 

Herewith I send you, what I promised in my last, D r 
Franklin's Examination before the House of Commons, which 
I have at last procured with great Difficulty, and with some 
Expense. As it is not very easy, in some Parts of it, to 
comprehend what many of the Questions lead to, or with 
what intent they were put, I have in the Margin generally 
inserted the name of the Person who put the Question, and, 
where doubtful, whether he was a Friend or an Enemy. I 
have likewise, at the Bottom of the Pages added here and 
there a few Illustrations, that you and your Friends may the 
more fully comprehend the whole. — To this very Examina- 
tion, more than to any thing else, you are indebted to the 
speedy and total Repeal of this odious Law. The Marquis of 
Rockingham told a Friend of mine a few Days after, That 
he never knew Truth make so great a Progress in so very 
short a Time. From that very Day, the Repeal was generally 
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and absolutely determined, all that passed afterwards being 
only mere Form, which even in Business the most urgent 
must always be regarded. — Happy Man ! — In Truth, I almost 
envy him the inward Pleasure, as well as the outward 
Fame, he must derive from having it in his Power to do his 
Country such eminent and seasonable Service. So striking 
and so indubitably authentic a Proof of his Patriotism must, 
I imagine, for ever silence his Enemies with you ; and must 
afford you and his other Friends the greatest Pleasure. — If 
you determine to print it either in a Pamphlet by itself, or in 
your Paper (the former I think the best way) do not say as 
taken by the Clerk of the House ; that would be highly improper, 
and might bring my Friend, who favoured me with it, into 
an ugly Scrape. You need only call it, An Examination before 
a Great Assembly, or by some such General Title. I think it 
will make some Noise with you, unless the actual Repeal 
should have already quieted you so far, as to prevent your 
People in general from attending to any thing more on the 
Subject. — If you do print it, however, in any Shape, pray send 
me a Dozen Copies of it, directed to Dr. F. to save Postage, 
as indeed you may do all my Letters while he is here. 

The Session of Parliament, you see, is protracted to a 
Great Length. They will not rise till about this Day Month. 
I suppose Mr. Pitt's Name is very high in America by this 
time. Without communicating his Intention either to Friend 
or Foe, to one of the Ministry or one of the Opposition, he 
came unexpectedly into the House on the first Day of their 
Meeting, and made that famous Speech in your Behalf, which 
most certainly did you essential Service; and this joined 
to the Desire all new Ministries naturally have to blacken 
their Predecessors, by rendering their Acts unpopular, made 
the affair go much easier down; than it would otherwise 
have done. Nothing could possibly favour the present Sett 
of Ministers so greatly as having it in their Power to please 
the People both here and in America with the Repeal of two 
Laws (the Cyder and Stamp Bills) which had created so 
much Uneasiness. — Whether M r Pitt's Motives for the Part 
he acted were as pure as they appear to be, I will not deter- 
Vol. x.— 15 
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mine ; for I have by no means the best Opinion of his Heart 
and Intentions. However that be, you are much indebted to 
him. The House hath been since employed about the other 
Regulations your Trade stands in need of, and the Subject 
of a Free Port, in regard to which he (M r Pitt) was against 
you, and upon General Warrants, a Topic, which, tho' Gren- 
ville and the rest of the Minority have lately endeavoured 
to revive, is now grown quite stale, and will not serve the 
purpose they aim at, the acquiring some Share of Popularity. 
Upon all these Occasions M r Pitt hath given his Attendance, 
and tho' much flattered, caressed and even cringed to by 
the Ministry, hath not yet thought proper to accept any De- 
partment in the Administration, but hath retired to Bath, 
and left them, for this Season, to proceed by themselves. 
Their Diflidence and Timidity hath emboldened him to treat 
the whole House upon several Occasions, in the Course of the 
Session, like a Parcel of School-boys; so much real Weight 
doth his truly superior Talents give him above them all ; and 
so much are great abilities at present wanting in this Coun- 
try. They now talk of some Changes (not a Total one) in 
the present Ministry. The Duke of Grafton, a young Man 
of some Talents, thinking too much of the Public Business 
lies upon him, has threatened for some time to resign, M r 
Yorke, the present Attorney General, an able and worthy 
Man, will probably be made Lord Keeper in the room of 
Lord Northington, of some Spirit and Integrity, but of 
much Inferior Parts. The Earl of Egmont, a Man of Busi- 
ness and Acuteness will, they say, succeed the Duke of 
Grafton as Secretary of State. M r Conway, who set out 
with Diflidence and Modesty, rises daily in the public Esteem, 
as a Man of Sense and Integrity. He will probably keep 
his Station. After these, or some such partial Changes have 
taken place it is likely Things will remain unaltered till 
towards the Opening of next Session ; when we may expect 
a Renewal of the Efforts of those who are out to get in, and 
of those who are in, to keep their Places. But all this is, 
in Truth, nothing to the Public Service, which during these 
eternal and endless Squabbles, is often neglected. But this 
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is, and is like to remain, Matter of real Concern to all 
Lovers of their Country. — You, on the other Side the 
Water, will now have a breathing-time, and will have 
leisure to deliberate how best to make Application for the 
Eedress of any other Grievances in point of Trade, &c. you 
still labour under. I should imagine that the Colonies join- 
ing together in a decent and firm Remonstrance, with a 
proper Acknowledgment of the Attention that has been 
lately paid to them, may have a good Effect at the opening 
of next Session, and induce the House to resume in good 
Earnest those Concerns of yours, which they have not yet 
had leisure to discuss, but which perhaps it may be found 
full as necessary to attend to even as the Stamp Act itself. 

M r Pitt is generally condemned by sober dispassionate 
Men for hovering over the Operations of the Ministry, and 
tho' invited and caressed by them, declining to take part 
with them. — In his own Vindication he says, he sees no 
Prospect of being of the least Service, and will not risque 
the Reputation he has got to no Purpose. — The Truth is, he 
is determined to listen to no Overtures, unless they come 
from the King himself, and this the Ministry (ie. Principally 
Lord Rockingham, and behind the Curtain Lord Bute) en- 
deavour to oppose by all means, as the Terms M r Pitt will 
probably insist on, will either render such a Treaty abortive, 
as was the Case before, or make such a thorough Change of 
Men and Measures, as must reduce those who are now in 
Power to perfect Cyphers. — Thus stand Matters whilst I 
now write to you. — It is very lucky for the present Sett, that 
Mr. Grenville is so extremely unpopular, as the Differences 
(whether real or feigned) which subsisted between M r Pitt 
Lord Temple and him are certainly made up. They make 
a pretty formidable Party against a weak, disjointed, and 
timid Ministry, and may be able to distract their Counsels 
next Session, unless a general Settlement takes Place before 
that time, which there is at present very little Prospect of. 

Upon the whole, if I have been able to convey to you, in 
what I have said, a just Idea of our Situation, you will natu- 
rally conclude, that our good-natured, well-meaning, honest., 
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and worthy Sovereign is far from being easy. Indeed he is 
not. He is much disgusted, and with good Reason. He 
sees his Favours rejected by some, and ingrossed by others 
who are unable to serve him, and carry through his Business 
with any degree of Reputation. The Man he loves best, 
and has most Confidence in, is unhappily altogether unfit 
to take the Lead in this Country, or indeed to advise him 
upon any particular Occasion, so as to enable his Master to 
acquire or preserve the Character of Firmness, so necessary 
to one in his Station. Hence all those partial Revolutions 
in his Ministry from his Accession to the present Day, so 
conducive to lessen the "Weight and Influence of the Crown, 
and the Dignity of his Government. 

As for our affairs abroad, they are on a pretty good Foot- 
ing; for tho' it is natural to expect that our antient Ene- 
mies the French will always endeavour to avail themselves 
of our Divisions when Opportunity offers, they are by no 
means in a Condition to break with us at present. Great 
Talents, both Civil and Military are as scarce with them as 
with us ; and their public Revenue more embarrassed than 
ours. The Anticipations upon theirs are indeed almost in- 
credible. Add to this, that there is much internal Disturb- 
ance among them, and a Spirit of Liberty bursting out in 
several Provinces, to the great Annoyance of the Crown, as 
you may see by what little Intelligence of that kind reaches 
us ; but by far the greatest part of it is suppressed bj 7 the 
Authority of their Government over the Press. Neither 
have we any thing to apprehend from the Family Compact, 
once so formidable in our Estimation. — The Spaniards, you 
see, fully sensible of their having been long the Dupes of 
French Councils, and yet sore with the Sense of what they 
lately suffered by being so unreasonably lugged into the "War 
against us have at length (a very uncommon Incident in 
that Country) plucked up a Spirit ; and obliged their King 
to discard his obnoxious Minister, who, presuming on the 
Strength of his Master's Favour, had dared to introduce 
some foolish alterations in their Dress of which they are 
very tenacious. — Things being thus circumstanced on the 
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Continent, the Peace of Europe is not likely to be soon dis- 
turbed and some lucky Events may happen to extricate us 
from our present domestic Embarrassments. 

If I tire you and your Friends in the reading all this, you 
must blame yourself. You insist on my writing ; and I obey 
you to the utmost of my Power. Next Packett you shall hear 
from me again, tho' I expect to have very little new to say. 
I shall replace what was sent by Egdon, as you desire. I 
hope you will always do me the Justice to believe, that there 
is nothing whatever in my power which I would not chear- 
fully do, to convince you that I am in very deed 
Dear Davie 

Your most affectionate and faithful 

Servant 
Will: Strahan. 

London, June 11, 1766. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote to you by the Pacquet May 10 th to which I refer. 
As it was a long Letter, I shall not transcribe it, hoping it 
has come to hand safely, by so certain a Conveyance. D r 
Franklin's Examination came along with it. 

I have since received yours of April 5 th viS Dublin, by Cap 4 
Lenargon, inclosing the first Copy of Bill for £200. drawn 
by M r Joseph Wharton Jun. on Mess™ Dias Santos, Uncle 
and Nephews, Merchants in London, which is noted for non- 
acceptance. If it is not paid when it becomes due, I shall get 
it protested and return it to you by the first Opportunity. 

Herewith you have every thing you have hitherto ordered 
that could be procured, amounting to £298 : 12 : 6. — Some of 
the Books for the Library Companies were extremely diffi- 
cult to be got, and so dear that I charge only the Money 
they cost me, and yet I am not quite certain that they will 
give Satisfaction, tho' I am hopeful they will. 

In this Invoice are included, you see, the State Trials 
wrote for long since, with three last Vol. of the Biographia 
Britannica, to complete the Sett's you have already had. 
In short, I know of nothing omitted that ought to have 
been sent you. 
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Inclosed is also the Bill of Lading for these Boxes of 
Books from M r Balfour, with a Letter from him, which 
he desired me to ship for you here, no Vessel being likely 
soon to sail from Scotland directly for Philadelphia. M r 
Towne will deliver you a small Parcel, containing, among 
other Things, a very complete Catalogue of all Modern 
Books, with their Prices, which you desired to have. It is 
not yet completed at Press (half a Sheet or so being want- 
ing) but as soon as it is finished I will send you a Dozen of 
them, which you will find of some use to you, and will be 
very convenient for your Customers, when they want to 
order a proper Assortment of such Books. 

I remember nothing else regarding Business. I have 
been kept all this Winter in such a continual Hurry, that 
I have not yet had Time to adjust our Account, so as to 
send you a Copy of it as it now stands, but shall probably 
do this by next Opportunity. 

As to Politicks. There is very little to add to the full 
Account I sent you in my last. No Changes have yet taken 
place in the Ministry, except the Resignation of the Duke 
of Grafton. The Reason he assigns for giving up is this. 
When he accepted the Place of Secretary of State ; he was 
assured M r Pitt was to come into the Administration. "With- 
out the Addition of his Weight, he plainly told them they 
were too weak, and absolutely refused to join them but on 
the express Stipulation of bringing him in, which they prom- 
ised to do. Instead of that, though they affected to court 
him at the opening of the Session, and even to make mean 
and servile advances to him, they have ever since kept at 
a Distance from him, and secretly opposed every Scheme 
in which he was included, thinking the Popularity which 
must naturally attend the Repeal of the Stamp and Cider 
Acts would be able to carry them through without his As- 
sistance. — This Conduct of theirs M r Pitt has seen for some 
time past with Indignation, and will undoubtedly revenge 
himself the first Opportunity. He has indeed more than 
once complained during the course of the Session, that he 
hath been ill-used by all Parties, which made him so loth 
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to join with any of them. — The Session is now concluded, 
and of course we shall have a Stagnation in Politics for six 
Months to come. You see a free Port is opened, which most 
People here think will he made a Job of by such of our 
Merchants as have lately purchased Lands in the ceded 
Islands. For my part, I pretend not to understand this 
Subject, but am rather apt to think the Affair was carried 
on with too much Precipitation, considering its Importance 
to our Trade ; but shall be glad to find myself mistaken, 
and that it may answer all the good Purposes it was in- 
tended for. — G. Grenville has been able to make nothing 
of all his Opposition this "Winter, but we may expect Pitt 
and he to exert themselves to the utmost when the Parlia- 
ment meets again. Much will depend upon the Effects 
which the Repeal of the Stamp Act may produce in the 
Colonies. If they receive this Indulgence (as some People 
Term it) properly, and the Free Port is found to be attended 
with no remarkable Inconveniences, Matters are likely to 
go on smooth enough for another Session without any great 
or material Change. And yet the present Ministry are most 
certainly by no means the thing. A striking Instance of the 
Futility of their Conduct and of their Timidity was their 
postponing the Message from the King concerning his Sis- 
ter's Portion and the Support of his Brothers, from Day to 
Day, almost to the very end of the Session, for fear of 
opposition, and after all, wording it in such a Manner that 
it could produce nothing this Season. 

In the East Indies Lord Clive seems to carry all before 
him. He proposed by the last Accounts, to set out for Europe 
next Dec* but I hear the Company have wrote him to remain 
there another Year, that he may have full time to compose 
Matters thoroughly. — Notwithstanding the Plausibility of 
his Conduct, some People pretend to say, he hath been 
guilty of very arbitrary Proceedings, of which you will hear 
the Particulars soon, as I am told M' Johnston, who was 
first in the Council at Bengal, and who was turned out by 
him, intends to lay his Case before the Public. 

The late Revolution of the Ministry in Spain, with the 



228 Correspondence between William Strahan and David Hall. 

Disturbances that still reign there, added to the Pusilla- 
nimity of their King, seem to secure to us the Continuance 
of their Friendship. The Peace of Europe is therefore not 
likely to be soon disturbed. And in times of Tranquillity 
all Commercial States must nourish. I wish we may be 
able to avail ourselves of these happy Circumstances ; which 
nothing can prevent us from doing but the factious Dispo- 
sition of this Country, under a good-natured Prince unable 
to keep Parties within proper Bounds. 

My Wife still continues at Bath, where she has been dan- 
gerously ill, but is now greatly recovered. All the rest of 
my Family are as usual. My best Compliments to M rs Hall 
and your Fireside ; to M rs Franklin and Miss ; and to Gov- 
ernor Franklin and his Lady, when you send him his Stat- 
utes. Tell him I should have written to him long ago, but 
that I am always much pressed in point of time, and have 
nothing to acquaint him with but what he will find in my 
Letters to you, and those he receives from his Father. I am 
Dear Davie 

Ever most affectionately Yours 

"Will: Stkahan 

London June 14, 1766. 
Dear Davie 

This goes by the Packett. I have nothing to add, but 
that our Friend D r Franklin (at whose Apartments I write 
this) setts out to-morrow Morning for Piermont in Germany, 
along with Sir John Pringle Baronet, the Queens Physician, 
who goes there for his Health. This Excursion, tho' other- 
wise well, D r Fr. needs very much, as he has by no means 
recovered his late Fatigue, which was very considerable 
indeed, both in body and mind. — But all is well, as it was 
attended with Success. Nothing farther have I to say in 
regard to Politicks. All News of this kind you may expect 
to be at a full stop for some Months to come. — The Dolphin, 
Commodore Byron, is lately returned from a Voyage round 
the World, but the Intention and Incidents of the Voyage 
are kept very secret. Only it is known that they have dis- 
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covered an Island near Patagonia in South America, the In- 
habitants of which are of a gigantic Stature, being in gen- 
eral about Nine foot high, and young Children in proportion. 
This is no Romance, but real Matter of Fact, and may be 
depended on. The Discoverers, no doubt, expect great Ad- 
vantages from this Expedition. "When anything more trans- 
pires concerning it, you shall have the best Account of it I 
can procure. Mean while I remain 
Dear Davie 

Yours most affectionately 

"Will: Strahan. 
To Mr. David Hall 

Merchant in Philadelphia 

London April 11, 1767. 
Dear Davie 

I have, in the inclosed Sheet, sent you all the Politics at 
present in my Power. Such as they are, you have certainly 
an exclusive Right to them; and therefore you may be sure 
I will write to no one else upon the Subject, had I leisure 
so to do, which indeed I have not, it being with the utmost 
Difficulty I can find time, once a Month to write to you. 
In truth, you can have no Idea in how constant a Hurry I 
am generally kept with one think or other. 

In my Letter of Febry 14 th I told you that I heard another 
Newspaper was about to be set up with you ; which I am 
sorry to hear confirmed from yourself. I mentioned also 
the Reason assigned for it, viz. Your Partiality for the Pro- 
prietary Party, which I could not believe, tho' positively as- 
serted. The first Intimation I had of it was in a Letter 
received from M r Galloway, dated in Dec r last, inclosing an 
Order for a few Law Books (one of which, by the bye, 
which was forgot, you will find directed to him in one of 
your Trunks which will come by next Vessel) and desiring 
me to send the Chronicle and Magazines to M r Goddard, 
who was about to set up a Newspaper at Phil* I understood, 
at the same time, from a Letter he wrote to another Person, 
that the Design of this Undertaking was that there might 
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be a Paper for the People, as well as for the Proprietary. — 
This was the Ground upon which I then wrote to you. — 
Since I received yours of Janry 31 st I have seen D r Frank- 
lin, who shewed me your Letter to him. He tells me, he 
was quite ignorant of the whole Affair till the Paper was set 
on foot ; that he has no Concern in it ; that tho' carried on 
in one of his Houses, he cannot believe his New Press is 
employed in it; that for his own part he never had any 
Reason to doubt your perfect Good-will towards him ; but 
that he could not prevent his Friends from taking what 
Steps they might think necessary to secure the Publication 
of what they might judge proper for the Good of their Com- 
mon Cause. — I suppose he will write you fully himself upon 
this Head ; but from all I could gather from this and all other 
Conversations I ever had with him, he seems to me to be 
most unfeignedly your Friend and Well-wisher, and believes 
you are as well disposed towards him as ever, whatever the 
Governor's Opinion may be. — I am truly sorry that such 
Misunderstandings should exist between you and any Branch 
of his Family, which I hope and believe you never gave any 
Cause for. I am also extremely sorry, that Party-Distinc- 
tions should exist so long with you, as I am fully sensible it 
is no easy Matter to keep clear of Blame from one Side or 
t'other, and sometimes from both, in so small a Community. 
— I am sorry likewise that the Disputes between the Propri- 
etary and the People, from the unsettled State of our Minis- 
try at home, are likely to be agitated for a long while to 
come, in spite of the utmost Assiduity on both Sides, espe- 
cially as I know it to be extremely difficult for any man to 
avoid giving Umbrage to one Party or other, even tho' he 
endeavoured to maintain the strictest Neutrality. — It would 
be most impertinent in me, at this Distance, and uninformed 
as I must necessarily be of many material Points of the Con- 
troversy to presume to decide on this Subject; but from all 
I do know I will not scruple to assert that it is as much the 
Interest of the Proprietors to grant the People what they 
want, as it is that of the People to accept it. — Whatever 
tends to make the Generality of the Inhabitants happy, easy 
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and contented, and to have full Confidence in their Gover- 
nors, must immediately as well as ultimately tend to the 
Emolument of the Proprietor, whose Advantage will and 
must keep pace with the general Prosperity of the Province, 
and with the Increase of its People. — I know not what your 
Sentiments of these Matters are; perhaps you may see 
things in a quite different Light, and may think (and may 
imagine you have good Reason to think) that the People are 
as unreasonable in their Demands upon the Proprietor, as 
he is justifiable in refusing them. Of this I am quite igno- 
rant ; for I do not remember that in all our Correspondence 
you ever once mentioned the Subject. Nay, tho' I have often 
taken Occasion to mention Dr. Franklin's Conduct here, and 
his Assiduity in the Affairs of the Province, I don't recollect 
you ever wrote a single Syllable either in Approbation or 
Disapprobation of the Cause he was engaged in, or of the 
Part he took in it. — This I have long wondered at, and could 
not well account for, as I always thought you as firmly 
attached to him in point of Opinion, as in point of Affection. 

As to that part of your Letter which you desire me to 
keep to myself, I shall say little : — Only that he ever spoke 
to me in the highest Strains of Approbation with respect to 
your Conduct ever since you were connected together ; but 
I always understood that by your Original Agreement the 
whole Care of the Business was to remain with you, and 
that he was released from taking any Share of the Trouble. 
— That he had stipulated not to be concerned in the Print- 
ing-Business after the Expiration of your Partnership he 
never once mentioned to me, from whence I conclude he 
never meant it, especially as he could not, so long ago, be 
in a Situation to make such an Agreement. But this is 
very immaterial now, as to be sure he never will become a 
Printer either here or there again in any Shape whatever. 

Upon the whole I hope and would gladly believe that the 
present Undertaking of Goddard will not materially affect 
your Interest, and that on D r Franklin's Return, if not 
sooner, the Governor and you will come to a right Under- 
standing together, as I am fully persuaded you never meant 
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harm to him, or any of his Connections. — I will only add, 
that I never heard a Syllable drop from the Mouth of his 
Father, but what was full of Affection and Esteem for you, 
nor did I ever hear him, in any Instance whatever, find the 
least fault with any part of your Conduct. 

Tour large Order is now almost ready, and partly shipt 
on board the Britannia Jefferies, who will sail in about ten 
Days. The Articles ordered in your last Letter shall also be 
sent along with them. — The Two Line Letters, &c. were 
sent you in January last. I forget in what Ship, but they 
are with you, I dare say, before now. — Every thing shall be 
included in your next Invoice, which I am now writing out. 
— I shall remember what you say regarding the Newspapers 
and Magazines ; but am sorry to find, after all the Pains I 
have taken, that the People at the Out-posts are so negli- 
gent. — I see the Necessity of your being supplied now, more 
punctually than ever. — Goddard shall have nothing from me 
but the Chronicle, which indeed he has sent him by the 
Post-office Clerks, as you have, and which it would have 
been in vain to have refused ordering for him at M r Gal- 
loway's Request, as any Person else could have done it as 
well as me. I dare say you will find very little Difference 
in the Sale of your Paper, even if his should succeed ; tho' 
it had been much better that such a thing had never been 
set on foot, especially in a Party-way. — I have seen M r 
Brown, who comes to work with me next Week, but have 
not received the Letter you sent me by him, as it is in his 
Chest, which has not yet come to hand. — It seems he was 
taken ill in Ireland, and detained some time there. — 

I think I have nothing farther to add, but that my "Wife 
continues pretty well, and the rest of my Family quite so. 
Our best Respects to M ra Hall and your Fireside. I remain 
with all Affection, 

Dear Davie 

Most cordially Yours 

Will: Strahan. 

(To be continued.) 



